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b. The length of. each section of dr-ill string shall IJc measured, 
independently verified to be within 0.)25 iuch, and marked on the 
<!l"i 11 string. 

c. Full thread engagement at asscr1bly joints llc observed and indepemlently 
ver-ified \:ithin 0.125 inch. 

d. The top casir.9 section (stop casing) be indeperl<!ently verified to have 
been correctly selected for the �rilling loca tion prior tL drilling in 
each radius. 

These lir.litations when coupled with the welded collar on the top casing 
section pr·eclude the drill bit fron reaching the incore instrument 
penetrations and provide- a margin in excess of six inches to th�: reactor 
ves�cl lower head. 

CONCLUS I or�S 

The staff has exar11ined and evaluated the potential risks associated with using 
the core bore machine to aid in dismantling the LCSI\. Safety issues 
ussociated �:ith pyrophoricity, criticality, and mechanical forces regarding 
the reactor vessel and internals do not significantly differ from those 
J.ll"eviously r·eviewed and approved. 

The staff has also concluded that the drilling operation will not cause 
significant risk of a failur·e of the incore instrument penetrations and that 
the 1 icensee has the: c:apabil i ty to detect i1nd mitigate a failure if it did 
occur. Provisions to preclude the drill bit from contacting the reactor 
vessel l<�wer head have been incorporated into the staff's approval letter. 
We, therefore , ccnclude that using the core: bore machine to aid in dismantling 
the LCSA can be implemented without significant risl: to the health and safety 
ui �he public. 
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